


The Ugly Duckling is an old fairy tale that has been retold in many ways. 



4: When the EL wire is 
attached to a power 
source, such as a battery, 
it glows! A battery pack 
that powers the EL 
wires is hidden on each 
creature in the show.

2: A material called 
phosphor surrounds 
the copper wire. 
The phosphor glows 
when electricity runs 
through the wire.

3: A colored plastic 
tube surrounds 
the phosphor and 
copper, completing 
the EL wire. 

1: Copper in the middle 
of the EL wire 
conducts electricity, 
letting it travel from 
one place to another.

Through art, science and technology, the characters of The Ugly Duckling come to life!   
All of the puppets are lined with electroluminescent wire (EL wire) which glows in the dark. 



Then they made the 
puppet with a helmet and 

aluminum wire.

First they drew what they wanted 
the animal to look like.

Then they put it on  
and started to rehearse.

Finally, they added the EL wire and 
a power pack, turned it on and this 
is what the finished cat head looks 

like in the dark.

What kind
 of animal would you  

 want to make a p
uppet o

f?

Draw a pictu
re of your anim

al here



Swans put their heads 

underwater to _________.

A. HIDE

B. EAT

C. COOL OFF

A swan’s eggs usually 

hatch in ______ weeks.

A. FOUR

B. EIGHT

C. TWELVE

The area where swans live is 

called their ___________.

A. HOMELAND

B. HABITAT

C. WETLAND

Baby swans are called 

_________.

A. DUCKLINGS

B. CYGNETS

C. GOSLINGS

Baby swans are in danger 

of other animals called 

__________. 

A. HUNTERS

B. SCAVENGERS

C. PREDATORS

Before the winter, swans 

_________.

A. FLY SOUTH TO 
WARMER PLACES

B. USUALLY STAY 
WHERE THEY ARE

C. FLY NORTH TO 
COLDER PLACES

At the end of the story, The Ugly Duckling, it turns out that the duck is actually a baby swan.  
See if you can complete some fun facts about swans...

Answers:  1. B 2. A 3. B 4. B 5. C 6. A

1QUESTION 2QUESTION

3QUESTION

5QUESTION

4QUESTION

6QUESTION




